.
Critical days are the days on which the "crises" in an illness occur, when the patient either recovers or dies. These times were thought to be controlled chiefly by the movement of the moon and thus critical days is an area in which astrology and medicine meet each other. A good doctor was expected to be able to predict the course of an illness, and the incidence of the critical days. The earliest text on the topic is attributed to Galen, and the doctrine became particularly popular in the medieval Islamic and Christian world. Chapters on critical days can be found in the great medical encyclopedias by Rhazes, Haly Abbas, Avicenna, and (in Latin) Constantine the African and Pietro d'Abano, as well as in general works on astrological judgements such as the Liber novem iudicum (printed in Venice in 1509 and in Basel in 1571), and texts specifically on astrological medicine, such as the Tractatus Davidis ludei in Barcelona, Biblioteca de Catalunya, 634, the Introductio ad judicia astrologiae quantum pertinet ad medicum, attributed to Arnald of Villanova (Opera, 1504), and Nicolaus de Paganica, Compendium medicinalis astrologiae (ed. G. dell'Anna, Galatina, 1990).
Thirty-six medieval Latin texts on critical days are listed in Lynn Thorndike and Pearl Kibre's Catalogue of incipits of mediaeval scientific writings in Latin (London, 1963) . Given such a large body of material, it is surprising that there has been little discussion of the topic in recent times.
O'Boyle's aim, in keeping with that of the Cambridge Wellcome Unit's series as a whole, is to bring out a text quickly so that scholars have something to work on. Thus we should not expect the kind of wide-ranging treatment of the subject that might be found in a German Habilitationsschrift on medical texts on critical days (an example which comes to mind is Christoph Weisser's Studien
